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31 • Smith
HOME, ONCE
Luke Smith 
How strange
to visit the house you grew up in
to eat at the fork-engraved table
and bathe in the caulk-cracked tub
and sleep in your old bed
 (feet dangling)
to see the boy you first kissed
 (or did he kiss you?)
and your ninth-grade teacher
 (palming tomatoes at the grocery)
and your mother
to smell the dog
 (gone)
and the lavender burning on the stove
and the dust on the frames in the hall
and only think:
“I want to go home.”
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